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OBITUARY NOTICE. 

Thk death of Joseph Carson, M.D., Emeritus Professor of Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics in the University of Pennsylvania, has been already announced 
to the public. It is proper, however, that a summary of his claims to respectful 
and affectionate remembrance should be recorded in this Journal, to the pages 
of which he made many valuable contributions. 

Dr. Joseph Carson was born in Philadelphia, April 19, 1808, and died 
December 30, 1876, in the sixty-ninth year of his age. 

Part of his early education was received at the Germantown Academy, then 
under the immediate direction of Mr. John Brewer, a very highly respected 
teacher of boys. 

After a course of study during three years in the University of Pennsylvania, 
he graduated, one of a class of eight, from the Department of Arts, July 27, 
1826. 

Very soon afterwards he was employed in a wholesale drug-house, with a 
view to a commercial rather than to a professional vocation. It is remembered 
that, in conformity to the usage of the time, Mr. Carson, like all young begin¬ 
ners in any business, was required to sweep the counting-room, make fires, 
wash bottles, and do anything necessary to be done in connection with the 
career. 

During the few months given to these very rudimentary occupations, he 
acquired from the master of the drug-house a decided inclination to study 
botany, especially in connection with drugs of vegetable origin ; and this study 
led him to abandon the art of dealing in drugs and pursue instead the science 
of medicine in all its departments. 

Naturally inquisitive, and endowed with senses always alert, his few months’ 
experience in the drug-house gave him information which was valuable in his 
subsequent pursuits, and possibly influenced him to devote himself especially 
to materia medica in preference to any other branch. At any rate, with a 
short training in the art of buying and selling drugs, and a collegiate education, 
he commenced the study of medicine. He became a private or office pupil of 
Dr. Thomas Hewson, and followed the courses of lectures prescribed in the 
medical department of the University of Pennsylvania, and was graduated from 
it Doctor of Medicine in March, 1830. 

Yery soon after the Commencement, he was elected a resident-physician in 
the hospital of the Philadelphia Almshouse, and discharged the duties satis¬ 
factorily during a year or more. 

Between Oct. 13, 1831, and August 3,1832, he served as surgeon of the ship 
Georgian, Captain John Land, and visited Madras and Calcutta. The journal 
which he kept during the voyage shows that he was a careful observer. The 
temperatures of the sea and air and the fluctuations of the barometer are daily 
recorded in it; and marine animals observed are noted, and some of them 
figured. 

Immediately after his return home he engaged in private practice. 

October 29, 1833, be was elected a member of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of Philadelphia, and placed on the Botanical Committee Jan. 1834, 
and zealously assisted in arranging and caring for the herbarium. He held the 
office of librarian two years, from Dec. 1834, until Dec. 1836, and aided in pre¬ 
paring and publishing a catalogue of the books. He served on the Publication 
Committee five years, from Dec. 1836, until Dec. 1841 ; was recording secre- 
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tary during six months in 1837 ; and was one of the vice-presidents from Dec. 
1869, until Dec. 1875, a period of five years. His labours and contributions of 
various kinds during forty-three years aided considerably to advance the pur¬ 
poses of the Society—the acquisition and diffusion of knowledge. 

He was elected Professor of Materia Medica in The Philadelphia College of 
Pharmacy in 1836, and held the chair until 1850. During this period of four¬ 
teen years, he was editor of the American Journal of Pharmacy, assisted first 
by Professor Robert Bridges and subsequently by Professor William Procter, 
Jr., and contributed twenty-six original papers to its pages. 

He edited, with notes and additions, the second American edition, published 
in 1843, of Pereira’s Materia Medica, and the third American edition of the 
same great work published in 1852. 

In 1847 he published his Illustrations of Medical Botany, comprised in two 
quarto volumes, with 100 plates. 

He was selected to be a member of the American Philosophical Society 
April 19, 1844. He was a curator of the Society from Jan. 1859, during 
seventeen years; and served on the Publication Committee from Jan. 1866, 
until Jan. 1875, and on the Library Committee from Jan. 1875. 

He was a member of the National Convention for Revising the Pharma¬ 
copoeia of the United States, and served on the Committee of Revision and 
Publication in 1860, and was chairman of this committee and president of the 
convention in 1870. 

He was elected a member of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania Jan. 25, 
1847, and served on the Finance Committee from February, 1858, during more 
than eighteen years. 

Dr. Carson was elected a fellow of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia 
Dec. 1838, and was one of the censors for several years. He was a delegate 
from the College to the National Medical Convention held at Philadelphia, 
May, 1847, which resolved itself into the American Medical Association; and 
was appointed a member of the committee on indigenous botany. Subsequently 
he was many times a delegate at the annnal meetings of the American Medical 
Association, and was elected one of its representatives to the International 
Medical Congress of 1876. 

He was a member of the Philadelphia County Medical Society. He was its 
president in 1862, and one of its delegates to the Quarantine Convention held 
at Cincinnati, May, 1861. 

During 1870, he was elected honorary member of the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Reading, Pa.; of the State Medical Society of New York; 
and of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. 

He was elected, Feb. 1872 a member of the Board of Directors of the Phila¬ 
delphia Trust aud Safe Deposit Company, in which he was esteemed for his 
knowledge Of affairs and judicious counsel. 

He was physician of the Foster Horae iu 1840; physician of the lying-in 
department of the Pennsylvania Hospital from 1849 until May, 1854. when it 
was permanently closed; and was elected a consulting physician of the Hospital 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in May, 1852. 

He was elected Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the medical 
department of the University of Pennsylvania in 1850 ; failing health induced 
him to resign the chair in May, 1876, and he was appointed emeritus professor. 

Faithful application of natural ability of a high order suitably trained made 
him a proficient in knowledge of materia medica and therapeutics at an early 
period, and enabled him to maintain himself always master of the subject. As 
a teacher, he deserved and had the respect and unreserved confidence of 
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students, as well as the affectionate regard of a very large proportion of all the 
pupils whom he taught in the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and in the 
University during forty years. 

He was always loyal to the interests of the University. Early in the year 
1869 he published “A History of the Medical Department of the University of 
Pennsylvania from its foundation in 1765, with sketches of the lives of deceased 
Professors,” an octavo volume, which is appropriately dedicated to the alumni 
of the school—a work of great labour in research, and in every respect worthy 
of the appreciation and confidence of all those who feel any interest in the 
origin and progress of the oldest medical school in the United States. 

The track of his career may be traced in the brief summary of his work and 
connection with various societies given above. It indicates that Dr. Carson 
was always engaged in benevolent and useful occupations. Blessed with an 
accurate and retentive memory, he had accumulated, by extensive reading and 
intercourse with intelligent men at home and in different parts of our country, 
large stores of precise and miscellaneous information from which he drew freely 
on appropriate occasions. He was fluent in conversatioh and ready in debate. 
Unsensual and unselfish in constitution, placidly cheerful in disposition, and 
always self-possessed and respectful in his deportment to all, he quickly made 
friends, and was rarely deserted by any whom he had once attracted to himself. 
He was considerate towards inferiors, charitable to the indigent, generous to 
the unfortunate, and ever ready to contribute from his stores of knowledge to 
assist others in their pursuits. In this connection, his correspondence with 
former pupils was very extensive and various. Indeed, warm attachment to 
his friends and active devotion to their interests was a characteristic of his 
nature. 

His health was never robust. Since his youth, he rarely passed a year 
without an attack of acute tonsillitis or of gout, attacks which he sustained 
courageously. 

Reared under the influence of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of which he 
was a communicant, his daily conduct in all relations of life was in harmony 
with Christian precept and practice. Broad and liberal in his views, he was 
tolerant in spirit; but he despised bigotry, pretension, insincerity, and char¬ 
latanry in whatever form or degree or colour such weaknesses appeared ; and 
he did not hesitate to denounce them in emphatic language on opportune 
occasions. 

His career is a fair exemplification of how much may be achieved by a man 
of industrious ways, coupled with absolute probity and good sense, in the face 
of restricted means and imperfect health. 

In the death of Dr. Carson science has lost a devoted labourer, the Uni¬ 
versity a faithful friend and efficient servant, and society a valuable member. 

W. 8. W. R. 



